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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 21, 26, 27, 31, 32, 40 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Nemirofsky (US 5,953,047 - cited by Applicants). 

Regarding claims 21 and 26, Nemirofsky discloses a television signal activated 
interactive smart card method and system for visually transmitting auxiliary data from a 
monitor for a computer system (see col 3 lines 41 - 47) to a handheld smart card (see 
col 7 lines 20 - 43) having an optical detector (col 3 lines 42 - 47 and col 7 lines 20 - 
43). The auxiliary data is transmitted from the monitor to the handheld device by facing 
or 'manipulating' the handheld device to the monitor (see col 1 1 lines 1 5 - 23). 

Nemirofsky further discloses transmitting the auxiliary data from the display 
device to the hand-held device periodically or at 'discrete times' during the video 
presentation when Card logo or icon is displayed (see col 1 1 lines 16 - 24). 

Nemirosky further discloses the auxiliary data is modulated and thus inherently is 
demodulated to provide the auxiliary data enabling a user to take the card to a point of 
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sale to purchase a product (see col 6 lines 43 - 48, col 7 lines 37 - 43, col 1 1 lines 23 - 
32). 

Nemirofsky discloses transmitting a graphic video image i.e. UPC code to hand 
held smart card wherein the bar codes can be displayed (see col 1 1 lines 20 - 50). It is 
noted that according to the Microsoft Press Computer Dictionary, Third Edition, video, in 
relation to computers and computer systems, is defined as rendering of text and graphic 
images on a display 

Nemirofsky further discloses while the TV cardholder is watching television, the 
TV Card Logo or icon is periodically displayed on the screen indicating that the card- 
readable data is available thus Nemirofsky discloses the claimed "selectively initiating 
the execution of an application program available on the computer system that 
broadcasts a visual image on the monitor signifying presence of the auxiliary data". 

Nemirofsky discloses receiving the optical data on the handheld smart card via 
an optical detector (see col 3 lines 42 - 47 and col 7 lines 20 - 43). 

Nemirofski discloses the processing the received auxiliary data and providing 
promotional opportunities which can be redeemed at a point of sale, wherein the 
promotional opportunities include money, discounts, value, UPC codes etc, (see col 1 1 
lines 23 -48). 

Regarding claim 27, Nemirofsky discloses the program or 'application program' 
on a video recording device for reading by the smart card at a later time (see col 4 lines 
30 - 35). It is noted that program is stored in a memory in the computer system, 
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wherein the computer system links the storage to the handheld device, as a result, 
Nemirosky teaches the claimed limitation. 

Regarding claim 31, Nemirofsky discloses television activated interactive smart 
card system used for the redemption of promotional opportunities including money, 
discounts, value, UPC codes etc. (see col 1 1 lines 23 - 48). 

Nemirofsky discloses the smart card comprises a microprocessor 20 (see fig 5) 
embedded in the card, a random access memory 30 and programmable memory 26 
electronically connected to the microprocessor 20, and liquid crystal display 42 
electronically connected to microprocessor 20 and random access memory 30 and 
programmable memory 26. 

Nemirofsky further discloses a user interaction means electronically connected to 
the microprocessor, memory and visual display, wherein the user interaction means are 
met by the buttons in fig 7 (i.e. view buttons 32A). 

Nemirofsky further discloses a photodetector / scan detector being electrically 
coupled to microprocessor 20 and memory 36 and 30 (see fig 5), the photo detector is 
capable of detecting light form a conventional bar code scanner (see col 8 lines 57 - 60, 
col 9 lines 30 - 33, col 1 1 lines 23 - 52). 

Nemirofsky further discloses a laser detection triggering means met by the photo 
detector / scan detector 150 which electronically connected to the photodetector in 150 
or 70 (see col 14 lines 50 - 55, col 7 lines 58 - 61, fig 5). 

Regarding claim 32, Nemirofsky discloses providing an electronic smart card, 
the electronic smart card comprising a visual LCD 42, a photodector 70 and 150 and 
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barcode triggering means met by scan detector in 150 (see col 7 lines 37-43, col 7 
lines 58 - 67, col9 lines 30 - 34, col 1 1 lines 23 - 50, col 14 lines 50 - 60). It is noted 
that the card has multiple uses such as benefit or values from money, discounts, 
redemption limits, UPC, coupons etc. (see col 1 1 lines 23 - 32) or can even by values 
from a bar code sequence (see col 4lines 6 - 10, fig 7 - see bar code values shown in 
LCD 42). 

Nemirofsky further discloses that the electronic value is obtained by facing or 
'orienting 1 the smart card to the television for the reception of the electronic value from 
the television display via a photodetector for storing the electronic value data on the 
electronic multi-use card (see col 1 1 lines 23 - 50). 

Nemirofsky discloses the stored data can be displayed and read by a terminal at 
redemption venue like supermarket, department store etc. (see col 3 lines 51 - 55). It is 
noted that Nemirofsky discloses the simultaneous displaying and reading. Nemirofsky 
further discloses the data can be value data (see col 1 1 lines 23 - 32). Nemirofsky 
further discloses the simultaneous viewing and scanning of bar code values (see col 1 1 
lines 42 -50). 

Nemirofsky further discloses transporting the electronic multi-use card to a point 
of sale having associated therewith a computer system with a barcode scanner and 
entering at the point of sale the promotional opportunities into the computer system (see 
col 1 1 lines 23 - 50, col 14 lines 50 - 60). 

Regarding claim 40, Nemirofsky discloses modulating the auxiliary data in a 
substantially invisible way as the signal (see col 6 lines 43 - 49). 
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Regarding claim 42, Nemirofsky discloses the claimed notifying the user of 
receipt of auxiliary data on the hand-held device (see col 1 1 lines 20 - 23). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nemirofsky (US 5,953,047 - cited by Applicants) in view of Kessler (US 4,503,288). 

Regarding claim 22, Nemirofsky discloses the claimed receiver is a photosensor 
as discussed above but fails to disclose the claimed wherein the video signal is a 
composite video signal. 

In analogous art, Kessler teaches a composite video signal may be generated to 
expand the display capabilities of portable device (se col 2 lines 16 - 22). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Nemirofsky to include the claimed limitation for the benefit of 
expanding the display capabilities. 



Application/Control Number: 09/829,223 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2617 

Claims 41 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nemirofsky (US 5,953,047 - cited by Applicants). 

Regarding claim 41 , Nemirofsky discloses US Patent 4,807,031 teaches the 
use of an interactive relay station at the TV set wherein the TV light is picked up near 
the TV set and re-transmitted via light, visible or IR, radio or other means (see col 13 
lines 23 - 32) but fails to disclose the claimed selecting a radio signal with auxiliary data 
as the signal. Official notice is taken, as supported by US patent 4,807,031 , that 
transmitting auxiliary data via a radio signal would have been well known in the art as 
conventional and reliable means for transmitting data. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to modify Nemirofsky to include the claimed limitation to provide transmitting of 
data via conventional, well-established and reliable means. 

Regarding claim 43, Nemirofsky discloses an advertising video presentation for 
an object which can be purchased at a point of sale but fails to disclose the claimed 
selecting a musical presentation as the video presentation and a compact disc as the 
object. 

Official Notice is taken it would have been well known in the art to provide a 
musical advertisement as a video presentation for advertising a compact disc to provide 
a user with information as to the availability of the compact disc and a sample of the 
music of the compact disc to help a user determine if the music and compact disc is 
pleasing to user to see if the compact disc is one the user would want to purchase. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Nemirofksy to include the claimed limitation to provide 
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a user with musical sample of music contained on a compact disc which is available for 
sale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hayes et al (US 6,223,348) - Universal remote control system 

Holmon (US 5,287,181) - Electronic redeemable coupon system and television 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vivek Srivastava whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7304. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9 am to 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571) 272 - 7331 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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